The Ecological Imperative
Several events this past week have raised in my consciousness about the emergency facing our planet, life upon it, including humanity’s survival.
Yesterday was supposed to the time of the Rapture – the end of time.  Over the years many others have prophesied the end of time.  Next year 2012, we can wait with anticipation of another prophesy – this is the time set by the Mayans for the end of time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But on a more serious note, I read two articles this past week one by Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee, the other by Joanna Massey, that reflected on the condition of the earth.  Both were saying that this era is similar to previous eras of mass extinction.  Our last period of extinction was 100 million years ago when an asteroid hit the Yucatan causing such a blow to the climate that all dinosaurs disappeared.  Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee is the head of the Nachsbandi Sufi Order in this country and has been a contributor to Pir Zia’s Seven Pillar’s faculty.  He says that this time a mass extinction is being created by humans, not by some external event such as a meteor or an asteroid.
I also heard this past week an interview with Lester Brown on Terry Goss’s Fresh Air.  Lester Brown founded World Watch Institute in the early ‘70’s.  Lester Brown said that the next crisis facing our earth was not the depletion of fossil fuels but rather the lack of food to feed us.  We now are depleting our capacity to feed ourselves.  The aquifers are being depleted.  Countries such as China and India are buying land in other countries and the accompanying water rights in places such as Africa in order to cultivate the land to feed their people.  South Korea has opened an office in Chicago to buy grain directly from farmers before it even reaches market.
Lester Brown told Terry Gross that when he is asked if he is a pessimist or an optimist, he said that his answer is that the situation is much too dire to be a pessimist.
There has been a lively discussion within our Sufi Order about these comments.
One person said that there is a Buddhist or a hadith that says: “If the world is on the brink of imminent collapse, plant a tree.”
I remember many years ago hearing Ram Das at a symposium in Aspen when asked about another end of time prophesy, this time a New Age one, him saying that if life on earth was facing either the apocalypse or the coming of the kingdom of heaven, his call in either situation was to do the same, offer comfort to the suffering before him.
I remember many years ago having a conversation with Shams Kairys about whether we had passed the tipping point or not.  Have we now done such damage to the earth that it will not be able to fully recover.  Is the damage irreversible?  I ended up saying that the question had no real meaning for me.  Whether it was irreversible or not, even if it were hopeless, I will still do all in my power to make things better even if my efforts are futile.
What these events this past week have done for me  is to stimulate my thinking, to awaken me from my slumber.  The situation in now too dire to  have the luxury of slumbering in my unawareness.  It is important that I/we “get it” not whether someone else or the powers that be “get it.”  What is important is that I get it, that we get it.  That I/we do as Ram Das said many years ago to do whatever I/we can to address the suffering on the plate in front of me.
When each of us received our initiations into the Sufi Order one of the phrases in the initiation ceremony is: “that you may find the path to the purpose of your life, illumination.”  Illumination means awakening.  Awakening to the life eternal, the sacred that surrounds us.  
I know that Pir Zia has made the emergency conditions of the planet a central focus of his work.  When Neferti and I attended the leader’s training in Suresnes this past January he asked us as leaders to begin to think of ways that we as a Sufi Order might address our ecological emergency.
When Pir Zia began his training in preparation to become a Pir of the Sufi Order, one of the first responsibilities he was given was that he was put in charge of the Ziraat Concentration of the Sufi Order.  Ziraat was Murshid’s initiative to address the sacredness of the natural world.  During his tenure as head of the Ziraat Concentration, Pir Zia often observed that the Zoroastrians were the first ecologists.  They oriented themselves  as knights of light in defense of the natural worlds..
The Address of the Great Farmer, crafted almost 100 years ago as a central statement of the Ziraat Concentration is a powerful statement of the awakened soul to the interrelatedness of all life.  It reads as follows:
The Address of the Great Farmer
	“I should like to speak a few words upon the need of cultivation of our souls, of our hearts, and of our minds. The human in essence of being is divine; the source from which the human soul has come is the Eternal One; but in order to manifest in human form, the soul has to pass through different phases, and the process through which the human soul manifests, being conscious and afterwards unconscious, is when the soul realizes 'I am a human being.'
	In this journey the soul has passed not only through the angelic and the Djinn spheres, but through rocks and plants and through lower creation it has risen to become human.
	Therefore, through all the names and forms we see in this world, even of the smallest germs and insects, the soul is working out its perfection to express itself in humanity.
	A picture of the journey may be made, as if an angel from the highest Heaven came down and descended to the lowest depths of the earth, and from there feeling after and longing for the Paradise it has left, has worked its way through the lower creation and arrived at the form of the human being.
	Although in essence, even after touching the deepest depths of the earth, the soul is divine, in order to realize for itself that Divine Element it has a task waiting even after being human, and it is the manner in which that task is accomplished, and the object gained which is called Zira’at, in which we all unite to offer our homage to the Owner of the Farm.”
This is as powerful a statement today as it was almost 100 years ago.  I recite the Address of the Great Farmer every day as part of my daily practice to be certain that I don’t retreat into a slumber of unawareness.
We are all part of the same expansive creative process that began 14 billion years ago.  All life.  All humanity is part of this creative expression of life on earth.  We all are co-dependent with one another.  When one is threatened, all are threatened.  We are inextricably linked with all of creation.  It is not an I and Thou orientation.  It is an orientation of the ONE.  One, never-ending stream of “life eternal where we seek refuge in Thy loving unfoldment” as we say in the prayer Rasul.  
It is a privilege to be alive.  There are millions of souls waiting for the opportunity to incarnate even as dire as conditions are now.  We are the privileged few who have the opportunity to experience life on this beautiful blue jewel of a planet in the far reaches the Milky Way Galaxy.  We live in a beautiful green cathedral brimming with life.  It is sacred space, this earth of ours, this life of ours.  It is all holy.  All of it is a fragment of the One.  Of the One God, the Creator of us all.
What can one do?  I choose to follow Ram Das’s advice: Look at the suffering in front of me and ask myself what can I do to offer succor to the suffering I see.
Also, I choose to follow the example of the Zoroastrians who also were knights of light.  They also sided with the forces of light against the forces of darkness.
As dire and dark as our situation might be today we can always shine our light into the darkness.  Pir Vilayat often said this, that if you are stumped as to what to do, radiate.  Radiate light wherever you are and  with whomever you are with.  In the tradition of the Espabad knights of the Zoroastrians be defenders of the natural world and align yourself with the forces light in the midst of the darkness.
May God bless you.
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